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forms them are subject to punishment. Thus the
abortion laws are technically even more stringent
in the U.S.S.R. today than in capitalistic America,
where only the doctor who performs an abortion is
punishable; and in actual practice they are con-
siderably more severe, since it is generally recog-
nized in America, especially in large cities, that the
abortion laws are easily evaded.

Disregarding for the moment the obvious evils of
the earlier practices in regard to abortions, it is
significant that the new decree, restricting such
operations so stringently, came about in the more
recent stages of the Stalin regime, along with many
other changes in the family status, such as the re-
vised law making divorce also more difficult, all of
which are directed toward the raising of larger
families. Along with the proclamation announcing
the new regulations, a statement was issued by the
Stalin government to the effect that it expected a
population of one hundred eighty million in Russia
during the next ten years. In the history of all dic-
tatorships this process of increasing the population
for the purpose of building up large armies has
played an important part.

Obviously, one of the causes of the great harvest
of abortions which the U.S.S.R. reaped in the early